

UELRR Advisory Committee Meeting

Meeting of November 8, 2018
MINUTES
The UELRR Advisory Committee met Thursday, November 8, 2018 at 1:30 P.M., at the Louisiana Department of Revenue.
1.) Chairwoman Andries declared the meeting duly convened at approximately 1:30 P.M.

2.) Committee Members present were: Chairwoman Donna Andries, Danell Gerchow (LDR), Roy Austin, Andrew Kolb and Melanie David.  
Also present were Darlene Allen, Debra Guillory, Kathleen Sheffield (LDR), and Mark West (LATA).
3.) A motion was made by member Roy Austin to adopt the agenda and Melanie David seconded and the committee agreed.  The agenda was adopted.
4.) Danell Gerchow made a motion to adopt the minutes from the Advisory Committee meeting of August 9, 2018 which was seconded by Roy Austin and the committee agreed.  The minutes were adopted without corrections.  
The following agenda items were discussed by the committee:

5.) Current Operations/Statistics as of October 31, 2018
· Collections as of October end were $ 205.8 million and 153.1K returns filed.  
· Total Collections to date are $ 16.6 billion with over 9.8 million returns filed since inception of the program. 
6.) Issues or Comments on Parish E-File

· Debra Guillory (LDR) reported that there has been a parish level server issue that has been ongoing and she has been working with E-Gov Systems to resolve when it occurs.  It also affects the LDR server at times.  The problem is not related to any parish in particular.  As a fix the server at the parish level was being turned off to prevent issues with the LDR server.  This issue seems to stem from the return validation feature. A proposal was submitted to LDR the day prior to the meeting and handed out to members at the meeting for review. 
7.) Develop Rule to Require Local Collectors to Validate Current Optional Exemptions/Exemptions and Change Notice Requirements
· Chairman Andries asked if LDR would assist the Committee in drafting a rule to require local collectors to validate current optional exemptions/exclusion information for publishing and to also provide notice to the Committee of any changes to that information in a timeframe similar to the requirement for rate change notices currently in place. LDR presented a draft rule to the Committee members for review.  Changes were proposed and will be made and resubmitted to members at the next meeting for approval.
· Also reported was that taxpayers are being referred to the Parish from the LDR Helpdesk for information needed and vice versa several times before resolution.  Chairman Andries suggested that maybe a training should be done at the LATA meeting to inform the parishes of their responsibilities as far as the system help goes.  Ms. Andries also suggested developing a FAQ for those type of questions as well.  Mark West spoke on behalf of LATA and asked if a list of issues can be sent to him and he can address with members as well.      
8.) Letter to Local Collectors regarding Optional Exemptions and Exclusions
· Chairman Andries presented a draft letter to members for consideration. A motion was made by Danell Gerchow to approve the letter with approved changes and to send out to local collectors.  The motion was seconded by Roy Austin and the members all agreed.  The letter will be sent to Ms. Thomas for mailing.  

9.) Other Business 

· Danell made a motion to add the change request submitted by E-Gov Systems to the agenda as a discussion item for review.  The motion was seconded by Melanie David.  A motion was also made to approve the request by Roy Austin and seconded by Melanie David.  All members concurred and the motions were passed.
10.)  Next Meeting Date

· The date of the next meeting is scheduled for February 14, 2019 at 1:30 PM.   2019 meeting dates will be discussed at the next meeting.  
There being no further agenda items or public comments Andrew Kolb made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Danell Gerchow seconded.  Chairwoman Andries declared the meeting adjourned at approximately 2:05 P.M.  

Respectfully submitted by:

__________________________

Donna Andries, Chairwoman
